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In the Clubroom 

It’s official! Sale of lake is final 

The sale of Lake Tapps to the Cascade 

Water Alliance is complete. Dec. 18th 

marked the culmination of an arduous 

journey for lake homeowners, who have 

been wrestling with the fate of the lake 

since Puget Sound Energy, its former 

owner, announced some 10 years ago that 

it might abandon the Lake Tapps reservoir 

as a power-generating source. 

Cascade Water Alliance first came on 

the scene in 2004, displaying its interest in 

turning Lake Tapps into a drinking water 

source for its 370,000 residential and 

22,000 business clients. Some of the cities 

that Cascade represents are Issaquah, 

Bellevue, Kirkland, Redmond and 

Tukwila.  

Before Cascade could ink its purchase 

agreement, a multitude of separate entities 

needed to be satisfied, including the seven 

Lake Tapps-area homeownersô 

associations, two Indian tribes, the State 

Department of Ecology and other entities. 

The requirements Cascade needed to 

satisfy with the homeownersô associations 

(called the Lake Tapps Community 

Council) included specific fill dates each 

year and a commitment to maintain a full 

lake through the recreation season, 

notification of any changes, and the 

promise to participate in ongoing problem-

solving.  

Specifically, Cascade will maintain a 

level, for the next 30 years, between 542.2 

feet and 543.7 feet during the ñannual 

recreational period,ò which initially is 

April 15-Sept. 15. The autumn period 

could extend into October in most years of 

the agreement, depending upon yearly 

rainfall and snow pack.  

Local volunteers who helped craft the 

plan felt that an 18-inch variance in 

summer water levels was acceptable and 

would not hinder recreational activities.  

The fact that recreational water levels 

could even be considered a priority was a 

feat in itself. Cascade, and earlier, PSE, 

was mired in maintaining high river flows 

required by the Indian tribes and the Dept. 

of Fisheries because of the endangered 

Chinook salmon. Local residents often 

wondered if recreational boating levels in 

the lake could even be a factor in the 

ultimate outcome. 

But because of perseverance on the 

parts of many, such as past Tapps Island 

general managers and volunteers like 

Island resident Ralph Mason, recreational 

levels became a priority. Mr. Mason 

credits Cascadeôs new CEO, Chuck 

Clarke, with really stepping forward and 

seeing to residentsô needs. 

ñHe would come down here to the 

Clubhouse and sit through long meetings 

with us and we thrashed through how to 

keep the lake full,ò Mr. Mason said adding 

that many of these meeting occurred 

before Clarke was actually on the Cascade 

payroll. 

Turning Lake Tapps into a potable 

drinking water supply was just one of as 

many as 32 original ideas proposed for the 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Yard of the Month Ballot 
 

I vote for                         
    Address of home to receive your vote 

 

Submitted by,                   Date      

W.O.W. Yard of the Month Winner for December 
This Christmastime at 3622 197th Ave. CT. E., the home 

of the Highlands beckons Santa to ñStop Hereò however, 

Santa is not the only one stopping here!  Cars stop with 

windows down in the cold crisp air to enjoy the incredible 

lights and music display at the home of Ryan, Mandi and 

Alec Highland. 

The Highlands were voted as Decemberôs W.O.W. Yard 

of the Month winner and WOW is right, their home was an 

anticipated attraction of the community.  Ryan is in charge of 

putting up the Christmas light display in his yard. He started 

the week before Thanksgiving, enduring the friendly taunts of 

his neighbors that now they must keep up with the 

ñGriswoldôsò.  He worked four days, 40 hours of work, to get 

the lights ready for the enjoyment of all.  This year the 

Highlands traded in all their lights from last year for LED 

lights to save on energy, and if it must be known, so that they 

could string more lights for a display that was bigger than last 

yearôs without shorting out the circuits. 

The Highlands moved to the Island two years ago from 

the other side of the lake to be closer to her family and to be 

part of this wonderful community and the desirable Dieringer 

School District where Alec attends Lake Tapps Elementary.  

Ryan and Mandi grew up in the Tukwila area. 

Ryan and Mandi are making big summer plans for 

improvement to their yard.  They would like to replace their 

deck and work on their backyard for their ñget-a-wayò space.  

Ryan and Alec enjoy hours of play in the yard.  It doesnôt 

matter if itôs soccer or basketball, they just enjoy being 

outside.  Their yard is the place to be. 

We Islanders are happy that the Highlands have chosen to 

be part of our wonderful community and delight us with their 

fun family, beautiful home, lush yard and spectacular lights! 

Congratulations to the Highlands for winning W.O.W. 

Yard of the Month for December.  They will display the 

ñcovetedò yard of the month planter in their yard for the 

month of January until it moves on to the next winning 

recipient.  They also receive a $25 gift card to the restaurant. 

Please participate in the W.O.W. (walk on Wednesdays) 

Yard of the Month contest by casting your vote for the yard 

that wowôs you the most.  The ballot box is located in the 

restaurant or you may e-mail your vote to Sandy Shuman at 

shuboxsandy@hotmail.com by the end of the month. 

lake after PSE, in 1999, claimed it could no longer afford 

to operate the reservoir for power-making purposes.  

Several groups of volunteers and a task force with 

broad local, state and federal representation worked to 

find a solution that would assure the future of Lake 

Tapps.  The Lake Tapps Community Council ultimately 

emerged to represent the community.  It is comprised of 

representatives of the seven homeowner associations on 

the lake and two at-large members. 

In spite of many personal agendas, the volunteers, 

local politicians and others always kept the heart of the 

matter in mind, and that was to preserve the lake, Mr. 

Mason noted. 

ñThis was a winner,ò he added. ñEveryone pulled 

together.ò 

Water will not be withdrawn from Lake Tapps until 

about 2025 or later. First, Cascade must obtain its final 

water rights from the State Deptartment of Ecology that 

will allow the utility to store water in Lake Tapps, divert 

water from the White River into the lake, and then 

withdraw water, as much as 64 million gallon a day, for 

municipal use. 

It will then acquire the necessary property and land 

rights to construct pipelines to transport the water to its 

treatment facilities and ultimately to the customers it 

serves.   

Redesign and reconstruction of the Buckley diversion 

dam, which serves the fish trap-and-haul system for Mud 

Mountain Dam, and which diverts water from the White 

River into the lake by the Army Corps of Engineers, will 

begin in 2012.  

A celebration for those involved in the work will be 

held Feb. 5 at the former PSE power plant along East 

Valley Highway. The time will be announced later.  

(Continued from page 1) 

mailto:shuboxsandy@hotmail.com
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253-862-7011 

 

 Tapps Island Superintendent John Leslie has been 

named ñEmployee of the Yearò by management.  John has 

been an employee since 2003. 

 ñJohn is exceptional in so many different ways,ò said 

General Manager John Clark. 

 The vast spectrum of duties for which Mr. Leslie is 

responsible is mind-boggling. Mr. Clark pointed out that on 

a given day, Mr. Leslie may analyze and diagnose a new 

fungus on a golf course green, then tear apart an engine on a 

piece of equipment, then dig up part of the roadway to chase 

down a water leak. 

  ñHeôs very evenhanded and a goes about all of this with 

a great spirit,ò Mr. Clark added. 

 What prepares a person for a job like that? 

 Mr. Leslie got his start working at the WSU Puyallup 

Turfgrass Science program, followed by employment at, 

among other courses, Sumner Meadows Golf Course. His 

aptitude for all things mechanical made him a natural for the 

diverse tasks that are outlined in his job description, which 

essentially, encompasses the entire infrastructure of Tapps 

Island, including the water system, golf course, mechanical 

equipment, and common areas. Mr. Leslie also supervises a 

staff of three full-time and four-to-five seasonal employees. 

 ñHis guys respect him so much,ò noted Mr. Clark. 

 The entire staff of Tapps Island is exceptional, the 

general manager said, but what put Mr. Leslie over the top 

was when the water system became contaminated this 

summer and Mr. Leslie did not leave the island for days, 

running tests on the water every two hours and dealing 

with the Countyôs health department. 

 ñHe excelled in dealing with a problem of that 

magnitude,ò Mr. Clark added. 

 What is Mr. Leslieôs favorite aspect of his diverse job? 

 ñItôs the people I work with,ò he said. ñAnd the 

environment.ò 

 The challenge, he added, is to keep ahead of the 

vandals who treat the golf course as their personal 

playground. Mr. Leslie noted that many, many 

maintenance hours and resources are taken up repairing 

the damage marauding youngsters create at night when the 

course is closed, and the problem has gotten worse lately. 

 The biggest challenge of 2010 will be helping build 

the water treatment system, mandated by the health 

department. The task looms large, but we can rest easy 

that it is in very capable hands. 

I hope everyone had a great Holiday Season.  Just 
wanted to send out a special thanks to all who 
made our Christmas Sale a great success.  It was 
great to see everyone out shopping, using up all 
those winnings!  Also, we have had a great 
turnout with annual passes.  If anyone is still 
interested, they are still for sale at a different rate. 

Annual Trail Fees 
available for purchase in 

the Shop or the Association Office. 

During the month of January, give us your 

email and receive a free round of Golf!  

Thanks, I wish everyone a Happy New Year! Jason 

Sign up now for the 

Superbowl Scramble  

ü 5 Person Team 

ü $50 per player includes Mexican 

Buffet, Games and much more.  Donôt 

have to be a member to sign up. 

Congrats to Golf Course Superintendent John Leslie, Employee of the Year 

Sign Up for Convenient Payment 

of your TIA Dues 
 

For your convenience, you can now pay 
your monthly Tapps Island dues on your 
debit or credit card.  Simply call the 
office at 253-862-6616 to set this up. 
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12/6/09, 6:18 pm, 208th Ave E. A bear was 

reported seen in a residentôs backyard.  

Security did a perimeter check of the house 

and neighboring homes. No bear was 

discovered. 

12/10/09, 4:33 pm, Outer Island. Children 

were reported playing on ice on the lake.  

Security responded, spoke with the children, 

looked for a parent, then advised the children 

to stay off the ice. 

12/12/09, 11:15am, 199 Ave. Two black labs 

were reported roaming. Security attempted to 

locate the owner to have them assist in 

retrieving their dogs.  Dogs arrived home on 

their own. 

12/13/09, 10:19pm, 6th Green & 204th Ave. A 

4-wheeler was reported doing donuts on the 

6th green and speeding around 204th at a 

high rate of speed. The owner of the 4-

 
To Date Vandalism Cost Estimates 

To Date Vandalism Cost Estimates 

Residential  $10,300.00 

Association  $2,800.00 

Security Report  

wheeler was located and proceeded to race 

around the loop again, then belligerently 

confronted the security officer.  The officer 

persuaded him to put the 4-wheeler away 

after mentioning the Sheriff would be 

called.  The officer went to inspect the 

damage to the golf course.  A $1,000 fine 

and a $1,000 fee for restitution was 

assessed and, in addition, access to 

amenities was restricted. 

12/27/09, 1:55am, 208th Ave. A loud party 

was reported.  Security responded and 

asked the homeowners to quiet the party 

down.  They complied, and no more 

complaints were reported. 

The Dieringer School District will be seeking an 

$11.7 million, two-year levy to cover the cost of 

educational programs and operations not covered by 

state funding. 

The Feb. 9 election will be by mail only, with no 

local polling places open. A county-operated express 

drop box will be available for dropping ballots off 

until 8 p.m. on election day. Specific locations are 

listed in the voter pamphlet. 

School officials say this levy is needed more than 

ever because of the cuts forecast in the state budget. 

The Dieringer levy provides nearly 30 percent of the 

overall district budget, and covers the cost of 

teachers, books, specialists, sports programs, music, 

transportation and more. 

If the levy passes, cost to homeowners will be 

$3.28 cents per $1,000 assessed value in 2011 and 

$3.41 per $1,000 assessed value in 2012. That would 

be $984 on a $300,000 home in 2011, for instance.  

Since the levy is a replacement measure, 

meaning it replaces the current levy expiring in 

2010, taxpayers would notice little change in their 

tax bills. An expanding tax base in the district has 

also spread the assessed value out among more 

homeowners, making the cost per $1,000 assessed 

valuation go down since 2006. 

The district may collect only the amount of the 

measure, in this case $11.7 million. If home 

values go up or down drastically, the cost per 

$1,000 assessed value simply adjusts accordingly.  

People not registered to vote may do so until 

Jan. 8. Ballots will be mailed Jan. 22 and must be 

postmarked for return by Feb. 9, or dropped in one 

of the county-sponsored boxes by 8 p.m. that day. 

Questions on the measure may be addressed to 

Dr. Judy Martinson, Superintendent, 253-862-

2537 or jmartinson@dieringer.wednet.edu. 

Mail-only election on Feb 9; School measure on ballot 
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TAPPS ISLAND ASSOCIATION 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

December 10, 2009 

The meeting was called to order by President Jeff 

Krueger at 7:05 P.M. 

Roll Call/Attendance:  Present:  Jeff Krueger, Sandy 

Shuman, Perri Nieman, Don Lisko, Ralph Mason, 

Kim Harlington, Rich Kumar, and Jon Bial. Also 

present John Clark, General Manager. Board 

member Charles ñDocò Dockery passed away on 

December 5, 2009.  The Board of Trustees 

discussed the numerous contributions ñDocò has 

made to his community.  Doc was a remarkable 

individual having served his country with great 

sacrifice.  Doc served on the Board of Trustees for 5 

years.  He was actively involved in local Search and 

Rescue and many other public safety activities. His 

soft spoken manner, kindness and wisdom were 

greatly appreciated by staff and fellow Board 

Members. The Board of Trustees will host a 

memorial reception to honor Doc on Thursday 

December 17 from 5-7 pm at the clubhouse.  

Approval of Minutes:  Kim Harlington moved that the 

minutes of the October 29, 2009 meeting be 

approved. Rich Kumar seconded subject to changes 

noted.  Approved. 

Open Session:  Comments from residents included 

enjoying the Sunday buffet and hoping residents 

will help support activities in the restaurant.  

Treasurer’s Report:  Submitted by Perri Nieman 

A recap of the financial results for the month of 

October discloses a net operating loss of $11,149 

against a budgeted loss of $11,093. Year-to-date 

totals for 2009 show a combined income of $9,482 

vs. a budgeted income of $5,733.  A comparison to 

the same period in 2008 showed an Association net 

profit of $53,423.  Our cash position as of October 

31, 2009 was $247,972.98 total in the Operating 

Account and $102,513.32 in the Reserve Fund.  The 

accounts receivable amount was in an acceptable 

range. 

Jon Bial moved to accept the Financial Report, 

subject to the annual audit, seconded by Don Lisko 

and passed. 

Note: Due to the meeting being a combined meeting 

for October and November financial data circulated 

for November was preliminary. November 

financials will be reported with December year end 

financial information.  

Golf Course Committee:  Submitted by Rich Kumar 

November and December will not be good months 

for the golf course. November had 24 days of rain 

and December has had several days of freezing 

weather which is adding to a difficult year.  New 

marketing programs were discussed and additional 

efforts to increase play and activity on the course 

were discussed. Tournament packages will include 

offerings from the restaurant to increase revenue to 

both the golf course and restaurant. No outside food 

or beverage will be allowed for any tournaments.  

Restaurant Committee Report:  Submitted by John Clark 

The restaurant has had moderate success with the 

Sunday night buffet. The special events such as the 

Halloween party and Christmas tree lighting have 

created the exciting community atmosphere that we 

hope to see more of at the Lakeside Grill. Look for 

changes to the menu in the near future with more 

ñvalueò meals, lighter fare and pizza.  

Landscape/Beautification Committee Report:  

Submitted by Sandy Shuman. 

The Committee met on November 16th and 30th this 

month. Yard of the month winner for November is 

Steve and Carol Huerion of 2516 199th Ave Ct E. 

The committee decorated the lamps and planned the 

Christmas tree lighting program. The tree lighting 

was a great success with performance by the DHES 

Cougar Choir. Cookies, hot chocolate, coffee and 

cider were served in the club room. The movie 

Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer entertained the 

children. Each child was given a bell to ring and 

choir members were presented with a gift. The roast 

beef dinner in the restaurant was a big hit with 

many complimenting the home style fare. The 

committee plans to continue working on special 

community events. Earth Day is planned for April 

24th. Projects and plans are being discussed at this 

time.  

ACC Committee Report: Submitted by Jon Bial & Don Lisko 

The ACC Committee approved one major home 

remodel. The committee continues working on 

updating rules changes and making sure that 

homeowners are in compliance with CC&Rôs.  The 

committee will continue to remind all homeowners 

that any remodel involving replacement of roof, 

siding or other permit related work must be 

approved by the committee prior to work beginning. 

Exterior paint selections also must be approved in 

writing by the ACC. Forms are available at the 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
January 28, 2010, 7:00 p.m. 

 

AGENDA 
   

1. Roll Call 
2. Approval - Last Meetingôs Minutes 
3. Open Session 
4. General Managerôs Report 
5. Treasurerôs Report 
6. Committee Reports 
7. Old Business 
8. New Business 
9. Executive Session 
10. Adjournment 
 

BOARD MEMBERS & OFFICES: 
 

Jeff Krueger, President   862-3283 
Don Lisko, Vice President   891-8593 
Perri Nieman, Treasurer   862-0986 

Sandy Shuman, Secretary   862-4085 

Jon Bial, Trustee     862-7416 

Kim Harlington, Trustee   891-3821 

Rich Kumar, Trustee    891-3040 

Ralph Mason, Trustee    862-7418 
 

Association Office. Questions may be directed to the 

General Manager.  

 Security Committee Report:  Submitted by John Clark. 

The monthly incident report was circulated for 

review. Recent activity requiring security has slowed 

from the busy summer months. There was discussion 

of the high number of vandalism incidents and the 

cost to homeowners. The funds to repair damage 

from vandalism could go a long way to improving 

our parks areas and providing other services. It was 

also noted that there are several areas on the island 

that dogs are running lose. We have had one resident 

bitten by lose dogs while walking her baby in a 

stroller. The area around 196th Ave Ct E was noted as 

having several lose dogs almost daily. The Board 

instructed staff to identify the owners and correct the 

violation through our process of warning followed by 

a fine if necessary. 

Water Committee Report:  Submitted by Ralph Mason. 

The Water Committee is waiting for the final 

construction documents and DOH plan approval. The 

committee expects to meet as soon as final 

construction recommendations and treatment plans 

are submitted from the consultant. The committee 

will forward recommendations to the Board at that 

time for discussion, alteration and approval of the 

final plan.  

General Managers Report:  Submitted by John Clark  

Progress report on network cable, web site, road 

drainage, water system and other projects.  

Recommended changes to scheduling of Mighty 

Islanders to spread the traffic in the area of the outer 

island. Parking issues on game day continue to be a 

problem. There was discussion on how to encourage 

residents to leave their cars at home to avoid 

blocking driveways and fire lanes for residents in the 

area. Submitted draft of proposed operating budget 

for board to review and comment.  Explained why 

we did another water quality mailing as required by 

DOH.  

Old Business:  

The Committee to review policy on multiple lot 

ownership and membership representation has no 

report at this time.    

New Business: 

 Discussion of the advantages and disadvantages of 

the YMCA lifeguard program as opposed to having 

our own certified life guards.  

  Weight limits will be implemented on the island 

as soon as the freeze is over to protect roads from 

heavy loads causing damage such as pot holes and 

cracking. Security has hand outs and will let 

residents know in advance as much as possible.  

  Discussion on permanent weight restrictions on 

vehicles that may cause damage to island roads or 

implementing an impact fee on extremely heavy 

vehicles likely to cause damage.  

Adjournment:  There being no additional business to 

conduct, Kim Harlington moved to adjourn the 

Board meeting at 10:16 p.m.  Motion seconded by 

Perri Nieman and passed. 

 This Board of Trustees meeting was a joint 

meeting for November and December 2009. 

 The next Board of Trustees meeting will be held 

on January 28, 2010 at 7:00 PM in the clubhouse. 



RESTAURANT HOURS  

Sunday      7:30 am - 7:00 pm   Wed. -Thurs.   11:00 am - 9:00 pm   
Monday   11:00 am - 8:00 pm   Friday     7:30 am - 10:00 pm  
Tuesday     7:30 am - 9:00 pm   Saturday    7:30 am - 10:00 pm  
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The Lakeside Grill is now  

Open for Breakfast at 7:30 on Tuesdays.  

Breakfast is served on  

Tuesdays, Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays  

 

253-862-6641 
Sunday Night  

All you can eat  

Family Buffet  
4 - 7 p.m.  

Ask your server for our Dessert Menu  
 

Adults -$10, Seniors-$9, Kids 6 and up $6 

Kids 5 and under eat for FREE 

Steak Special
 

8 oz Steak, served with 

Salad & Baked Potato 

Only $9.95  

Mon-Thurs 


